Primary malignant lymphoma of the rectum with diagnostic problems. Report of two cases with an analysis of gene rearrangement.
We present two similar cases of rectal B-cell lymphoma with diagnostic problems. Grossly, both tumors appeared as a well demarcated polypoid mass with eroded mucosa. In spite of their histologic resemblance to reactive lymphoid hyperplasia, including the presence of lymph follicles, fibrosis and polyclonal plasma cells, both cases were diagnosed as malignant lymphoma of low-grade malignancy because of the full-thickness involvement of the rectum with diffusely infiltrated small or medium-sized lymphoid cells showing rare mitoses. In one case, clonal proliferation of differentiated B cells was demonstrated by analysis of gene rearrangement. Therapeutic problems related to low-grade malignant lymphoma in the rectum are also discussed.